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               MAY 2021 

   Friendship through gardening 

 

Find the latest news on: 

From the President 
 

FALLEN LEAVES – SOME SEE MESS, I SEE GOLD!  
 
                             Autumn must be one of the prettiest 
                             seasons in the highlands. All manner 
                             of deciduous trees are burning bright. 
                             Yellow, reds, dark plum and golden  
                             leaves abound. But within a week or 
                             two, with the aid of a slight breeze they’ll be down and               
                             near knee deep on lawns, roofs and gutters. What to do? 
You could put them in the green bin, you could add them to your compost, 
but why not set them aside and make LEAF MOULD? 

 

This week is International Compost Week – so get busy and use your waste 
to improve your space.  
 

Leaf mould is made when autumn leaves are broken down by the slow action 
of fungi, rather than by bacteria that decompose other compost bin 
ingredients. You can pile leaves up separately in a bespoke leaf mould bin or 
cage or put them in black plastic bags*. Because we’re creating fungi, you 
need to ensure that the mix is kept damp. So in the case of plastic bags, you 
should punch holes to allow for drainage. 
 

For those of you unfamiliar with leaf mould it’s wonderful stuff. Earthy, dark 
brown and smelling like a woodland floor in spring, it’s what you get when 
leaves rot down over time. Leaf mould can be used as a mulch, soil 
conditioner, potting mix or seed compost. It’s benign, low enough in nutrients 
so as not to scold tender seedlings but with just the right qualities to 
dramatically improve soil structure and boost its water retention. 
 

Most leaf mould takes a good 12 months to mature, but you can speed the 
process up with a microbe enhancer. This will give you leaf mould in 6 
months, so it’s ready to add to the garden beds in Spring. By adding the 
microbes you are changing the “mould” aspect and creating a leaf mould/ 
compost hybrid that is still gentle enough for seedlings. I add an additional 
“natural conditioners”, my wee! Sounds crass, but urine speeds things up, 
gets flushed through naturally and (honestly) doesn’t smell by the end of the 
process. 
 

You should turn or fork your mulch every month. 
 

When spring comes, simply apply it to the surface and let the worms do the 
rest. You can also use in in an equal part mix with compost and sharp sand 
to create your own potting mix. 
 

So this year, rack your yard, collect those leaves and create some home 
grown gold for your garden. 
 

*If like me, you’re not a fan of single use plastic bags, come along to our May 
meeting and I’ll demonstrate my re-usable, multi-functional system. 

                                                                           Ted.  
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Friendship Gardens Saturday 8th May – the Road to Penrose 

 
Three very different visits this month to round off a challenging gardening year. The route 
is a straight(ish) road from Bundanoon to Penrose, so please consider beginning at the far 
end rather than everyone from the beginning to even out numbers, with morning tea kindly 
offered by Kaye and John in the middle. What could be easier? 
 

A:  The S H Flower Farm, 51, Newbury Drive, Penrose – Jen and James Foster 

 

Southern Highlands Flower Farm is a micro flower farm that I created in the winter of 2019, 
three years after falling in love with the Southern Highlands and making the quintessential 
tree-change from city to country. 
 

My flower farm is born from a love of nature, inspiration from my beautiful children Toby 
and Isaac, support from my husband James, and my obsession with epic projects!  
 

My goal is to produce seasonal sustainable blooms in my one acre growing space, that 
create a visual joy that I can share with our community. A smile is priceless and if I can 
create that with my locally grown flowers, then I am a happy grower.  
 

Our community has been and continues to be such a wonderful support, be it neighbours, 
local businesses, our children's school community, and everyone I have been lucky 
enough to meet on this journey so far. 

Jen. 
 

Newbury Drive is the first turning on the left past Penrose village centre. Drive in (do not park in 
the lane) and be directed where to park.  This is a working farm, not a home garden, so please 
take care on the property as there are naturally more hazards than a home garden. There is 
electric fencing on the flower farm, exposed irrigation / trees / branches / uneven ground etc etc 
that are all part of a working farm. Jen will have some dahlia tubers and saved flowers seeds for 
sale. Georgie and Chloe the ‘miniature‘ pigs will be in their enclosure, but will welcome 
your attention.  

 
B:  The Old Orchard, 641, Penrose Road, Bundanoon – John and Kaye Hines 

 



 
 

Situated on 5 acres of park like lawns and flowering garden beds, The Old Orchard 
property offers a large pond which is home to many bird and duck families. The garden 
has been planted out with many Rhododendrons, Camilla’s and Azaleas. 

 

The canopy trees were planted 35 years ago with an avenue of London planes, silver 
birches, liquid ambers and many varieties of maples. Leaving the under planting to the last 
6 years of which many perennial plants and a variety of new and old roses were planted. A 
sandstone pergola and an arch sandstone wall were built to grow and display climbing 
roses. 

Kaye and John. 
 

Half way between Bundanoon and Penrose on the left. Drive in and be directed where to park. A 
very level garden with a large accessible lake. You are welcome to take morning tea to the rear 
of the house. 

 
C:  9 Ross Street, Bundanoon – Pam Tippett and Kjell Goyer 

 

Kjell and I acquired 9 Ross St at the end of 2006 while we were still living and working in 
Goulburn. In 2008 an addition was built and by the beginning of 2010 we had moved in. I 
had started gardening pretty much straight away, clearing away everything overgrown, and 
landscaping around the house. 
 

I was keen to have a habitat garden so everything exotic that was small enough to dig up, I 
transplanted to the back so the front garden and nature strip are largely native with no 
lawn, a dense planting of shrubs, groundcovers, ferns and trees. Frogs moved in within 
days of the first pond being finished - they are so noisy at night now that guests are given 
earplugs. 
 

Behind the extension we built a veggie cage to stave off rabbits, birds and possums and 
later created an annex for some of the fruit trees. The rear garden is largely exotic, with 
camellias, dogwoods, perennials and bulbs though natives somehow found their way there 
too. 
 

Like all gardens, it is a work in progress, another pond here, a few more pots, a sculpture 
or a few more rocks there..... A dead plant is a new opportunity - usually one plant being 
replaced by half a dozen new treasures. I hope you enjoy the garden (and don’t notice the 
weeds!!) 

Pam. 
 

Ross Street is on the left before the first big bend going out of Bundanoon on the Penrose Road. 
Park in the lane but please do not park on the gravel in front of the garden. Some of the paths 
going through the vegetation are a little uneven with some steps.  

 
To be Covid safe your name will be recorded, and arrival and departure times, so 
please remember to wear your badge. 



 
 

 

See this excellent information pack - compost.pdf (sgaonline.org.au) 

https://www.sgaonline.org.au/pdfs/factsheets/compost.pdf


 
 

Veggieman – May 2021 – David Humphrey –  4883 6634 

 

So winter has arrived, and as usual the beautifully sunny, warm days (when there is no wind) become cold 

and often frosty nights. So protection with fleece or netting will help to conserve the daytime heat, a good 

idea even for the hardy brassicas that will be happier without extreme temperature variations. And there are 

still lots of cabbage white butterflies around to produce leaf munching caterpillars!  
 

Do not forget to water your veggies. It has been a dry month in Bundanoon with just 3.2mm rainfall, 

contrasting with 280.6mm in March! 
 

So my zucchinis have just about succombed to the frost, so 

out they come providing space for onions. My seed sowing 

marathon mid February had resulted in the first thinning of 

reasonable sized carrots, lots of greencos lettuce, spring 

onions and baby beetroot.  
 

My broad beans and sugar snap peas have just been sown 

with a good watering in (no more until they show), and 

netting and mulch – after the watering – to help retain some 

heat and prevent the soil drying out. In one of my three bed 

rotation green manure has been sown, to be dug in before 

the seed potatoes are planted towards the end of August. 
 

The greenhouse is ready for a good clean out, with just a few radish and rocket plants still producing. The 

soil needs rejuvinating with compost and organic fertiliser before planting a musclun mixture of salad leaves 

and radish to see us through the winter.  
 

The butternut pumpkin harvest of 18 was not as good as last year, too much shade from a neighbour’s tree. 

They will be rotated to a sunnier bed next time. Freezing lots of small broad beans, having separated from 

their larger companions which we ate straigh from the plant, is a delicious success, and our frozen thinly 

sliced runner beans are also excellent. My best year for runner beans, and I have saved seed in the hope 

of repeating the experience, although the amount of summer heat tends to vary the rate of pollination. Best 

not to start them too early to benefit for the usually cooler late summer temperatures. But then again, I have 

found every season in the highlands to be different during our eight years in residence! 
 

The planting guide below is just that, a guide, and very exposed situations to wind and frost will determine 

success. Always protect to retain any available heat from the sun, and the chilling effects of wind and frost. 
 

What to plant this month 
Broad Beans (also Fava bean)  Sow seed     Harvest from September 

Cabbage    Plant out (transplant) seedlings   Harvest from June 

Cauliflower    Sow seed     Harvest from August 

Garlic     Plant cloves     Harvest from September 

Lettuce     Plant out (transplant) or sow seed  Harvest from July 

Mizuna (also Japanese Greens)  Sow seed     Harvest from June 

Mustard greens (also gai choy)  Sow seed     Harvest from June 

Onion     Plant out (transplant) or sow seed  Harvest from October 

Pak Choy (also Pak choi)  Sow seed     Harvest from June 

Peas     Sow seed     Harvest from September 

Radish     Sow seed     Harvest from June 

Rocket (also Arugula/Rucola)  Sow seed     Harvest from June 

Shallots (also Eschalots)  Sow seed     Harvest from August 

Spinach (also English spinach)  Sow seed     Harvest from June 

Spring onions (Scallions, Bunching) Plant out (transplant) seedlings   Harvest from July 

Turnip     Sow seed     Harvest from August 

  



 
 

Our speaker this month 
is Phoebe Ward, Waste Education Project and 
Policy Officer from Wingecarribee Shire Council 

 

From Our Treasurer Trish Badami 
 

Hello Everyone. 
Don’t you just love Autumn in The Highlands! 
 
Financials for April 2021. 
 
Opening Balance of Rediaccess  
Account was     $15,945.49 
Income was     $     560.97 
Expenditure was   $  2,365.06 
Balance as at 21/4/21    $14,141.14 
(a lot of 4’s) 
Add Petty Cash    $     135.00 
Add Trade Table Float    $      45.00 
 

TOTAL BALANCE as at 21/4/21  $14,321.14 
 

All refunds have been reimbursed from our 50th 
Anniversary Party Account and the Account is now 
closed. 
 

See you on the 6th I hope 
 

Trish 
 

Garden Club Annual Subscriptions 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DEADLINE 

 

A friendly reminder that renewals for 2021 close on 

Thursday 6th May. This concerns members who did 

not renew in 2020. If you managed to renew before we 

closed for Covid, your membership has rolled over for 

2021. 

If you have not yet renewed, please see Trish Badami 

and Alison Ayers at the next meeting and we’ll happily 

take your money! Find us at the Membership Desk at 

the rear of the hall.  
 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

The annual membership fee of $25 per person can be 

paid by bank transfer Bundanoon Garden Club BSB 

802-101 A/c: 358047 or by cash or cheque at the next 

monthly meeting. 

MEMBERSHIP BADGE 
You will receive your updated membership badge at 

the next meeting after you join or renew. It should be 

worn at meetings and any other official club outings. 

NEW MEMBERS 
We love new members. If you know anyone interested 

in joining, please direct them to the form on our 

website.  

https://www.bundanoongardenclub.com.au/membership 

Or of course just bring them along as a visitor to the 

next meeting and we can handle the paperwork then. 

                                               Cat 

myopengarden 

 

Elaine and Les Musgrave's Garden - The Kaya 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this email we would like to remind you about 
the following gardens or events that will open 
this week: 

 Elaine and Les Musgrave's Garden - 
The Kaya : Wildes Meadow 

 Private Gardens of Monaro - Private 
Tour Dates : Cooma 

Also you might like to visit one of these 
gardens that are open regularly, or by 
appointment: 

 Campbell Rhododendron Gardens : 
Blackheath 

 Everglades Historic House & Gardens : 
Leura 

 [https://www.myopengarden..com.au/op
enGarden.jsp?e=3&m=747762&id=2193
]Gory'u Japanese Gardens : Little 
Hartley 

 Harpers Mansion National Trust 
(NSW) : Berrima 

 Merribee : Numbaa 
 Perennialle Plants Nursery : 

Canowindra 
 Secret Garden and Nursery : Richmond 
 Southern Highlands Botanic Gardens : 

Bowral 
 Tablelands Trees and Shrubs Garden & 

Nursery : Cooma 
 Wildwood Garden : Bilpin 

Click on the link(s) provided to get the full 
details about open days and times. Events are 
shown here because they are within about 
300kms of your postcode area.. Please double 
check our listing, and an events own website if 
available, prior to going to make sure that it is 
open when you are planning a visit. 
 
We hope you have a chance to enjoy one or 
more of these gardens/events. 
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https://www.myopengarden.com.au/openGarden.jsp?e=3&m=747762&id=2841
https://www.myopengarden.com.au/openGarden.jsp?e=3&m=747762&id=2841
https://www.myopengarden.com.au/openGarden.jsp?e=3&m=747762&id=1764
https://www.myopengarden.com.au/openGarden.jsp?e=3&m=747762&id=1764
https://www.myopengarden.com.au/openGarden.jsp?e=3&m=747762&id=1229
https://www.myopengarden.com.au/openGarden.jsp?e=3&m=747762&id=980
https://www.myopengarden.com.au/openGarden.jsp?e=3&m=747762&id=2285
https://www.myopengarden.com.au/openGarden.jsp?e=3&m=747762&id=2285
https://www.myopengarden.com.au/openGarden.jsp?e=3&m=747762&id=2664
https://www.myopengarden.com.au/openGarden.jsp?e=3&m=747762&id=1493
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https://www.myopengarden.com.au/openGarden.jsp?e=3&m=747762&id=1770
https://www.myopengarden.com.au/openGarden.jsp?e=3&m=747762&id=970


 
 

CELEBRATION WITH THE UNITING CHURCH 
BBQ LUNCH -  THURSDAY 20th MAY 

 

To celebrate the 
completion of this 
year’s major works at 
the Garden Of 
Memories in the 
Uniting Church, we’re 
having a BBQ lunch 
with the congregation 
and members of 
Wingecarribee Shire 
Council – and 
YOU’RE invited. It’s 
on the 20th May, starting at 11:30am. 
 

We’ll be planting in four new mature birch 
trees that are replacing those that had died. 
 

Over the last six months our members have 
weeded, pruned, planted and cultivated the 
beds. Plants have been relocated to more 
appropriate positions; new shrubs have been 
planted in. Last month two smaller memorial 
trees (a Dogwood and a Coral Maple) have 
already been planted in. 
 

We’ll be having a formal dedication of the 
trees, a final “digging in” of the soil and a 
relaxed early BBQ lunch with salads and 
cake. We hope to see you there. 
 

TRADE TABLE RETURNS  
 

We’re very happy to 
see the return of the 
Trade Table. We do 
however need your 
help. Any spare bulbs, 
tubers or spare plants 
are most welcomed. 
The Trade Table is not 

only an important way for us to raise money for 
club activities, but it’s also a great way to share 
your garden with other members – at a very good 
price $$$$! 
 

I can look out my window and see Day Lilies, 
Dahlias, Onion Plants, Plectranthus, Salvia, 
Hydrangeas and Geraniums that have all come 
from Trade Table. When members come to visit, I 
love to show them the plants that I bought from 
them for small change. 
 

Please see what you can share or propagate for 
our Trade Table and share some of your garden 
with others. 

PROPAGATE FOR RAMBLE 

 

Every Ramble the 
Garden Club has a 
Trade Table where 
we sell our plants. 
NOW is the time to 
be taking cuttings of 
your perennials and 
potting them up to 
help us have another successful Ramble. Most 
soft wood plants propagate easily from cuttings. 
Here’s a quick set of tips: 
· Take a cutting about 10-15cm from the top 
where the leaves meet the stem 
· Strip back the next set of leaves 
· Dip into hormone power or liquid (some use 
honey or Vegemite) 
· Set the cutting in a loose well-draining 
propagation mix 
· Water with a weak fish or seaweed mix 
· Keep them in a warm sheltered place 
…and in 2 – 4 weeks, you should see some roots 
developing. Pot them on and keep them 
sheltered. By Ramble, you’ll have plants that our 
visitors will love and buy! By helping out with this, 
you’re helping raise funds that will go back into 
our club so we can have more fun activities! 
 

UP COMING SPEAKER – 
CARMEL SLATER 

 

In June we have the 
very talented water 
colourist Carmel Slater. 
Her art offers us a view 
of the world from her 
perspective. Whether 
it’s playful King Parrots, 
dainty petals or flower 
and native wildlife, 
Carmel’s work never ceases to amaze and 
delight. 
 

Carmel has been featured in many exhibitions 
including the Southern Highlands Arts Trail. Her 
vibrant works abundant with flowers and wildlife 
are in the artist’s words, ‘a salute to Mother 
Nature.’ After living in Wingello for four years and 
being so close to the 2020 bushfires in January 
her work looks to help raise awareness for 
threatened species such as the Glossy Black 
Cockatoo and others including koalas and native 
wildlife. 
 

We’ll learn her techniques and get an insight in to 
how we can give water colour art a go. 

Ted.  



 
 

International Compost 
Awareness Week 
2 – 8 May 2021. 

To learn more about worm farming or 
composting, check out the Department of 
Environment and Conservation (NSW) Easy 
Compost and Worm Farming guides. 

 Easy Guide to Wormfarming (953 
kb PDF) 
With kind permission from the 
Department of Environment and 
Conservation NSW 

 Easy Guide to Composting (501 kb 
PDF) 
With kind permission from the 
Department of Environment and 
Conservation NSW 

 Easy Guide to Mulching (323 kb 
PDF) 
With kind permission from the 
Department of Environment and 
Conservation NSW 

Easy Home Composting 
 Free Workshops 

Resource Recovery Centre,  
177 Berrima Road, Moss Vale 2577 

 

Monday 3 May, 10am – 11:30am 
Join us for an easy home composting workshop, 
perfect for all abilities ranging from beginners to 
experts! 
  

Worm Farming Workshops 
Monday 3 May, 2pm – 3:30pm or  
Wednesday 5 May, 10am – 11:30am   

Come along and learn the tips and tricks to worm 
farming and how you can use the bi-products to 
improve soil quality. 
  

 

Waste Wise Chat and RRC Tour 
Tuesday 4 May, 1:30pm – 3:30pm or  
Friday 7 May, 10am – 12pm 

Join us for a tour of the RRC! Come learn about 
how our waste is recycled, re-used and disposed 
of and available waste options in the Southern 
Highlands. 
  

Moss Vale Community Garden 
16 Railway St Moss Vale 

 
Hot Composting Workshop* 
Tuesday 4 May, 1:30pm – 3:30pm or  
Friday 7 May, 10am – 12pm 
*Moss Vale Community Garden, 16 Railway St 
Moss Vale 
Come along and learn how to compost from the 
experts at Moss Vale Community Garden. Learn 
how to reduce garden waste through composting 
and how to get the most out of your home 
composting to use on your garden. 
 
Head straight to our website for information 
on how you can get involved.  
 

Feeding the Worms 
by Danusha Laméris 
 

Ever since I found out that earth worms have 
taste buds 
all over the delicate pink strings of their bodies, 
I pause dropping apple peels into the compost 
bin, imagine 
the dark, writhing ecstasy, the sweetness of apples 
permeating their pores. I offer beets and parsley, 
avocado, and melon, the feathery tops of carrots. 
 

I’d always thought theirs a menial life, eyeless and 
hidden, 
almost vulgar—though now, it seems, they bear a 
pleasure 
so sublime, so decadent, I want to contribute 
however I can, 
forgetting, a moment, my place on the menu. 

https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/2005129_wormfarm_eng.pdf
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/2005129_wormfarm_eng.pdf
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/2005126_compost_eng.pdf
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/2005126_compost_eng.pdf
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/2005127_mulching_eng.pdf
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/documents/2005127_mulching_eng.pdf
https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/Events-Directory


 
 

Out & About at the 
Autumn Open Gardens 

The annual Southern Highlands Botanic Gardens 
open gardens and plant fair took place over two 
glorious autumn days in mid-April. There was a 
strong feeling of camaraderie among the many 
garden visitors, all of us simply happy to be out 
and about again. We made short films of two of 
the gardens, these are on the Garden Club 
Facebook page and there are links below. 

 

Starting with the garden farthest from Bundanoon, 
we drove into Greenbrier Park off Old South Road 
and were enchanted by the stone Georgian style 
home and the grounds dotted with modernist and 
traditional sculptures. Water features around 
every corner. This is a garden to get lost in. Have 
a stroll here: https://tinyurl.com/greenbrierpark 

 

Bibury was next, in Burradoo. A 1920s 
Mediterranean style home designed by Leslie 
Wilkinson, surrounded by sculpted hedges, a 
buxus maze, wisteria laden pergola, a rose 
garden and wide lawns. Formality and restraint 
abounding, all that was lacking was a jug of 
Pimms. 
 

Also in Burradoo, the Copes’ Garden was the 
most divisive of the day. Visitors loved it or hated 
it. A field of towering swaying golden grasses 
designed by Chris Webb with later additions by 
The Shrubbery. Sweeping arcs of stone splice the 
meadow, creating a modern and dramatic prairie 
feel, with views to a tree filled skyline. 
 

Sutton Tops in Sutton Forest. Trees, trees, trees. 
As one might expect from the former owners of 
Winter Hill Tree Farm. More than four hundred 
trees are planted in the grounds, in glorious 
variety but mostly deciduous. Wonderful to walk 
in now, and as the trees mature it will be 
extraordinary. 

https://tinyurl.com/greenbrierpark


 
 

 

The fifth garden was Morton Views, here in 
Bundanoon. It was the most visited of all the open 
gardens, and is a showcase of the inspiration and 
hard work of Bruce and Carlie Gould. Formal 
elements such as the pond, the pleached trees 
and low hedges are juxtaposed with billowing 
perennials and woodland. There is an underlying 
magic in a garden envisioned and maintained by 
the owner rather than employees, don’t you 
think? https://tinyurl.com/mortonviews 
 

We also visited the Plant Fair held at the Botanic 
Gardens and came away with some rare and 
unusual beauties 

Cat and Ted 

Are you feeling Social? 

Do you know that Bundanoon Garden Club 
has a website, a Facebook page, an 
Instagram profile and a YouTube channel? 
We’re very social! We send you our news via 
the newsletters, and the What’s Happening 
emails, but if you are inclined you can also 
catch up with us on the social sites. We post 
beautiful images of gardens, ask questions 
about mystery plants, create films of places 
we visit, as well as handy tips and 
techniques, working bee updates and event 
reminders. Our film about Leaf Mould has 
had more than one thousand views!  

All the links are on the website, or search 
Bundanoon Garden Club when you are using 
your own social sites. Of course, not 
everyone likes social media, and we’ll always 
keep you in the loop via our traditional 
communications. Like and Subscribe! 

https://www.bundanoongardenclub.com.au/ 

 

The Language of Flowers 
Bundanoon observed ANZAC Day with a Dawn 
Service, a March and a Morning Service at the 
Southern Villages War Memorial Garden. I was 
very proud to create some decorations in the 
streets around the memorial. 

 

Knitted red poppies have become an intrinsic part 
of ANZAC Day, with people all around Australia 
and the world creating them to wear, using them 
as displays, wall hangings and often massed in 
parks on sticks. We see wonderful displays each 
year at The Good Yarn. The hand-crafted nature 
of these flowers is a continuation of the tradition 
of knitting socks and other comforts for soldiers. I 
have contributed to many poppy projects, 
including the mass display at the War Memorial in 
Canberra in 2018, commemorating the end of 
WW1. I’m a street artist, so I put poppies on 
street sign poles. 
 

This year I used 
some other colours, 
and a few people 
have asked about 
that. The white 
poppies represent 
the women who 
served both in the 
field of war and the 
home-front. Some 
people use white to 
symbolize the hope 
for Peace. 
  
Purple poppies are created in memory of the 
animals who served and died in war. Some 
people feel this is a bit flippant, but think of all 
those beautiful horses sent across the seas, 
never to return. 
 

If any members are interested in creating a field 
of crafted flowers for next ANZAC Day please 
contact me. alisonayers@bluebirdpr.com 

Cat 
 
  

https://tinyurl.com/mortonviews
https://www.bundanoongardenclub.com.au/
mailto:alisonayers@bluebirdpr.com


 
 

Golden Vale Homestead 
 

As part of the National Trust 75th Anniversary 
special event, on Saturday 10 April the homestead 
was opened to the public.  

The previous day the Bundanoon History Group 
was privileged to an exclusive morning visit to the 
house and gardens, which was of special interest to 
members of the Garden Club that also belong to the 
History Group. 

 
This grand sandstone home in the Southern 
Highlands has witnessed almost 150 years of 
elegant living in and around its English style 
gardens. Established as a rural homestead, the 212 
acres include stables and a woolshed to explore. 

The property includes a c1870 
homestead complex with a 
substantial two story stone 
house set in a large English 
style garden and a range of 
associated outbuildings dating 
from the nineteenth century 
and including stables and 
woolshed. The property 
comprises some 200 acres 
and has a fine setting on the 
Medway Rivulet at the foot of 
Mount Gingenbullen. 

Golden Vale Homestead was owned by people of 
very diverse backgrounds including an emancipated 
convict, Thomas Wilmot; Edward Carter who 
discovered shale oil at nearby Joadja; Sir Phillip 
Goldfinch – a member of the NSW colonial patrician 
King and Cowper families and a founder of the 
secret counter-revolutionary Old Guard formed 
during the Lang government. The last owner, The 
Hon. Geoffrey Keighley OAM was a businessman, 
politician, pilot and first class cricketer, who was 
educated at Eton and Oxford. 

The property was occupied by Mr and Mrs Keighley 
from the mid 1980s and it was gifted to the National 
Trust in 2005. 
 

The house contains an extensive collection of 
furniture, pictures, documents and objet d’art from 
the Keighley period; the collection of a couple who 
had wide interests in travel, sport, flying, music, 
entertaining, gardening, literature, community affairs 
and politics and who cultivated a taste for a gracious 
lifestyle. Mrs Keighley lives in Bundanoon. 



 
 

May is a lovely time of the year, with warm, sunny 
days and cool, crisp evenings. It’s great gardening 
weather and your last chance to plant, fertilise and 

prepare for winter. May | Flower Power 
 

FLOWERING NOW 
 Trees & Shrubs: Azalea, banksia, camellia 

japonica (early flowering varieties), camellia 
sasanqua, daphne, gordonia, poinsettia, 
rose, tibouchina 

 Annuals & Perennials: Chrysanthemum, 
marigold, Michaelmas daisy, strelitzia, violet, 
correa, bottlebrush (callistemon), crowea, 
grevillea. 

 Bulbs: Cyclamen, jonquil, narcissus, nerine. 
 

PLANT/SOW 
 Right now, it’s all about being self-

sustainable – and that means growing your 
own edibles where you can, whether from 
seed or seedling. May weather is perfect for 
planting asparagus, broad beans, broccoli, 
cabbage, potato, rhubarb, rocket, spring 
onions, strawberries and winter varieties of 
lettuce. All of these can be grown really 
easily in containers – you can even grow 
potatoes in a hessian sack! It’s also the time 
to pick up a mushroom kit. 

 Fill your garden with colour courtesy of 
ageratum, alyssum, aquilegia, calendula, 
Canterbury bells, cineraria, coleus, 
cornflower, delphinium, everlasting daisy, 
hollyhock, impatiens, larkspur, 
lobelia, pansy and primula. 

 It’s time to plant azalea, camellia, citrus, 
conifer and all deciduous trees, shrubs, 
climbers and roses. 

 May is your very last chance to plant spring-
flowering bulbs. Don’t miss out on daffodils, 
hyacinth, lilium, lily-of-the-valley and tulips. 

 Cyclamen are looking their best in May. 
They make fantastic indoor plants and their 
delicate flowers can bloom for months. 
 

FERTILISE 
 A helping of liquid fertiliser for flowering 

annuals and vegies will give you splashes of 
colour and a healthy crop come winter. We 
recommend Amgrow Organix Harvest for 
the best results. 

PRUNE 
 Cut wilted flowers off chrysanthemums 

and dianthus. 
 Trim lavender for spring flowering, ensuring 

you don’t cut into the hardwood. 
 Finish trimming hydrangea flower heads for 

a striking and long-lasting cut flower display. 
You should also prune your plant to a set of 
two plump buds, ready for the next flowering 
season. Again, don’t cut into the hardwood! 
 

PESTS & DISEASES 
 If you’ve planted brassicas, such as 

broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, turnips or pak 
choy, you might notice cabbage white 
butterfly caterpillars leaving a trail of 
destruction. An application of Dipel 
Caterpillar Killer should solve the problem. 

 Keep snails and slugs away from bulbs, 
annuals and clivia with animal-friendly 
pellets like Multiguard Snail & Slug Killer 
(use as per packet instructions). 

 Check indoor plants for scale infestation and 
treat with PestOil. 

 Spray fruit trees such as apricot, plum, 
peach and nectarine for brown rot with lime 
sulphur. Remove diseased leaves and fallen 
fruit. 
 

 GENERAL GARDEN CARE 
 Lift dahlia tubers from the ground and store 

them in a dry position in a cool airy shed for 
replanting next season. 

 Treat the soil around your hydrangeas if you 
want to change their colour. Apply lime for 
pink shades or Hydrangea Blue for blue 
shades - it's much too late when flowers 
start budding in December. 

 Collect fallen autumn leaves and add to your 
compost bin. They're a great source of 
nutrients for your garden! 

 Divide strappy-leaved plants such as 
agapanthus, clivia, liriope and iris that have 
started to bunch and look messy. It’s a great 
time to dig them up, divide them and replant 
in an orderly fashion. 

 Get ahead of this year’s bindiis by spraying 
with Bin-Die. 

 Now’s the time to ward off nasty winter 
grass. This weed seeds in autumn, winter 
and spring, then dies off in summer heat. 
Left untreated, it’ll weaken your lawn and 
result in more winter grass next season. As 
soon as you notice winter grass, spray with 
a selective weed control like Amgrow Winter 
Grass Killer. 
 

BUY NOW 
 Asparagus crowns 
 Worm farm to convert food scraps into 

nutrient-rich worm castings, which produce 
a high quality soil conditioner. 

https://www.flowerpower.com.au/garden-advice/garden-diary/may-gardening-diary/
https://www.flowerpower.com.au/gardening/pansies/
https://www.flowerpower.com.au/fact-sheets/azaleas/
https://www.flowerpower.com.au/gardening/simply-citrus/
https://www.flowerpower.com.au/fact-sheets/cyclamen/
https://www.flowerpower.com.au/fact-sheets/dianthus/
https://www.flowerpower.com.au/gardening/lavender/
https://www.flowerpower.com.au/fact-sheets/clivia/


 
 

'God-given gifts': Dung beetles dig in 
to rejuvenate drought-ravaged land 

After introducing thousands of dung beetles to her 
property, a Queensland grazier is seeing 
incredible results. 

https://apple.news/AbvkivCdnSHmMGpUTrAwLug 

 

Strawberries shrink as 
climate change takes toll 

 on popular fruit

Being able to eat large, succulent 
strawberries may become a pleasure of the 
past, as the popular fruit is the latest victim of 
a changing climate. 
 
It's not cold weather causing the strawberries 
to shrink, but rather warmer temperatures. 
 

And as smaller strawberries take longer to 
pick, production costs are rising along with 
temperatures — which means lower returns 
for farmers and could lead to a price hike at 
the checkout for consumers. 
 

Read in ABC News: 
 https://apple.news/Aalzg6ut8Ra6q0FTxNzPpjw 
 
 
 

 

Why are farmers and gardeners 
'soiling' their undies? 

Underpants experiments are taking place in 
Australian paddocks and gardens — all in the 

name of soil health. 

Pairs of tighty whities are being buried in 

backyards and farms across the nation to check 

how healthy soil is.  

Soil Your Undies is a joint campaign by the 

University of New England (UNE) and CottonInfo. 

The experiment is to bury 100-per-cent cotton 

underwear for eight weeks and then dig them 

back up. 

Read in ABC News: 

https://apple.news/ACpIGMUdERE-

bq7SWOnXYOQ 

A spoonful of sugar helps 
the WEEDS go down! 

How a dash of sugar could help you kill weeds 

  
Glyphosate — the active ingredient in the 
weed killer Roundup — has sparked lawsuits 
in Australia and the US over claims it causes 
cancer.  
These concerns prompted the Liverpool City 
Council to trial the use of sugar as an eco-
friendly alternative to keep weeds at bay. 
How to use sugar to reduce weeds in your garden 
- ABC Everyday 

https://apple.news/AbvkivCdnSHmMGpUTrAwLug
https://apple.news/Aalzg6ut8Ra6q0FTxNzPpjw
https://apple.news/ACpIGMUdERE-bq7SWOnXYOQ
https://apple.news/ACpIGMUdERE-bq7SWOnXYOQ
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2020-03-19/international-glyphosate-roundup-hotspot-map/12063156
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2020-03-19/international-glyphosate-roundup-hotspot-map/12063156
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2020-03-19/international-glyphosate-roundup-hotspot-map/12063156
https://www.abc.net.au/everyday/how-to-use-sugar-to-reduce-weeds-in-garden/100067762
https://www.abc.net.au/everyday/how-to-use-sugar-to-reduce-weeds-in-garden/100067762


 
 

Kaye Tompson 
Garden Club member and former Vice President, 

Kaye Tompson is standing for Council. 

 

  Family! 
 



 
 

Official Launch of 
Bundanoon 

 Heritage Trail 
The heritage trail in the Bundanoon 
Conservation area, as a way of celebrating 
the village's rich history, was launched on 
Thursday 23rd April. 

Chris and Erica Petersen, who have lived in 
Bundanoon all their lives, performed the 
unveiling of the trail map on the Old Goods 
Shed. 

 

Bundanoon History 
Group President David 
Brennan, among many 
comments about the 
various contributions to 
the project, thanked 
the Garden Club for 
sponsoring the cost of 
the Nancy Kingsbury 
Memorial Park plaque. 
 

Maps of the trail are 
available at the Good 
Yarn.  

A Garden for All the Senses 

Scientific evidence clearly 
shows that gardening can 
indeed feed the body, mind 
and spirit! 
Given that gardening can 
offer all this, let’s look at 
the practical aspect – what 
we can do at home, in our 
own gardens, to realise 
these health benefits. 
The Sensory Garden | Sustainable Gardening 
Australia (sgaonline.org.au) 
 

Supporting Biodiversity?  or 
just Garden Art? 

 

Ever wondered where all those bugs go in the 
winter or when it rains? They don’t pack their 
bags and take a flight to Noosa like some lucky 
retirees do when the temperature drops below 21 
degrees. They seek out a nook or cranny to take 
five when they need a break, to lay some eggs or 
find shelter. Given that we have destroyed a lot of 
their natural habitat, an insect hotel can be just 
what they need. 
Insectaries | Sustainable Gardening Australia 
(sgaonline.org.au) 
 

What Gardeners Can Do 
About Climate Change 

 

Gardening and agriculture 
produce several greenhouse 
gasses apart from carbon 
dioxide – and we can help 
lower emissions of most of 
them. Even if each gardener 
can only decrease small 
amounts of them, every bit 
counts!  
Gardening and Global Warming | Sustainable 
Gardening Australia (sgaonline.org.au) 

 

https://www.sgaonline.org.au/gardening-for-the-senses/
https://www.sgaonline.org.au/gardening-for-the-senses/
https://www.sgaonline.org.au/insect-hotels/
https://www.sgaonline.org.au/insect-hotels/
https://www.sgaonline.org.au/what-gardeners-can-do-about-climate-change/
https://www.sgaonline.org.au/what-gardeners-can-do-about-climate-change/

