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Rosanna and Joe Merciera – ‘PINDARI’ – 27 Ben Nevis Circuit 
After spending time in the 70’s and 80’s camping at Morton National Park in 
Bundanoon, we decided to buy a block of land in Ben Nevis Circuit in 1987 
and then build the house which currently stands.  
The house was named “Pindari” (an Aboriginal word) meaning “a place of 
high ground” and it was built in 1991. Pindari incorporates a significant 
amount of hard landscaping to fit in with a slopping block of about 2 acres. 
The planting consists of native and exotic shrubs and trees: the native 
plants compliment the natural bush at the back of the garden. Although on 
the whole it is an informal garden, there is a sunken courtyard with formal 
hedging, fuchsias and a thornless climbing roses at both entries of the courtyard. A French lavender hedge 
is planted on both sides of the driveway. Fuchsias, peony roses, lavenders, Hydrangeas, Bottle brushes, 

Banksias, Azaleas and Camellias are the main plantings in the garden.  
The garden has been a labour of love for the two of us over many years. 
The maples were planted shortly after the house was built and the current 
maples in the garden are part of the original plantings.  
In the back of the house we have fruit trees and some have only recently 
been covered by netting to protect the apple trees and fig trees from the 
birds and animals. Also, recently we have planted blueberries with the fruit 
trees and are looking forward to enjoying these when they ripen.  
The garden is heavily mulched to retain top soil and moisture.  

 

Sandy Berry and Ian Smith – ‘Hill End’ – 18 Ben Nevis Circuit 
We moved to Bundanoon from Canberra in May 2011. When we purchased 
our property it came with a mixture of exotic trees and shrubs, and not much 
in the way of wildlife habitat; the only food planting was rhubarb. We soon set 
about creating a garden for nature and food production. We removed all the 
exotic conifers – a fire hazard – and many of the exotic deciduous trees and 
shrubs. We kept the gems – the ginkgo, the Japanese maples and a large 
silver birch. In their place we planted a diversity of Australian native species to 

provide year round food for the birds. We 
also created vegetable gardens and planted 
many fruit trees and berries - unfortunately the wildlife think that we 
planted everything for them, so we have been compelled to install a lot of 
bird-netting and wire fencing to protect our crops. Our garden is comprised 
of an eclectic mix of species representing most Australian states, and from 
a wide range of habitats. It continues to evolve in response to the 
vicissitudes of climate on a Bundanoon ridgetop. 
  

Something for everyone this month, fabulous natives, glorious exotics, and an eclectic 
collection of fruit trees. Easy parking, the gardens are opposite each other. Some steep 
paths at ‘Pindari’. Please remember your badge and sign in both gardens. Thank you 
Rosanna and Joe for offering morning tea, a few steps up to their balcony for a lovely 
panoramic garden view. 

 

 

http://www.bundanoongardenclub.com.au/


Coming Events 

 
RETFORD PARK - National Trust of 
Australia Gardens open first weekend 
each month: 10:00am - 4:00pm  
Adults $15, Concession $10, National Trust 
Members - free, Families $35  
Please note the house is not open except on 
specially advertised dates. 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/places/retford-park/ 
 

TULIP TIME 
24th September – 7th October 
9am-4pm (Saturdays 5pm) 
Corbett Gardens, Bendooly Street, Bowral 
www.tuliptime.net.au 
 

MILTON PARK OPEN GARDEN 
Tuesday 24 September - Monday 7 October  
9.30am - 4:00pm  
Horderns Road, Bowral 
Phone. Wendy - 02 4861 1335 
www.milton-park.com.au 
 

FRIENDSHIP GARDEN – 5th October 
 

THE SECRET GARDEN 

Saturday 5 October - Sunday 6 October  

10am till 4pm (see item on previous page) 
51 Blencowes Lane, Wildes Meadow, NSW 
Phone. 0407 100 898 
kathy@thesecretgarden.events 
www.thesecretgarden.events 
 
BERRY GARDEN FESTIVAL  
Eight beautiful gardens in and around Berry. 
Thursday 17th to Sunday 20th October  
10am to 4pm. $20 for all 8 gardens. $5 for  
individual gardens. Children under 18 free 
https://berrygardens.org.au/berry-gardens-
festival/ 
 

GALSTON OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND 
Friday 18th – Sunday 20th October 
$25 for all 9 gardens or $5 per garden 
Valid over 3 days – 9.30am-4.30pm 
www.galstongardenclub.com.au  
 

BUNDANOON GARDEN RAMBLE 2019 
Saturday 26th & Sunday 27th October 
$20 for all 8 gardens or $5 per garden.  
Tickets (valid for 2 days) from 9am at the 
Soldiers’ Memorial Hall or at all the gardens. 
www.bundanoongardenramble.org.au 
 

HARPER’S MANSION GARDEN & PLANT FAIR 
27th October – 10:00 am - 4:00 pm  
Overlooking Berrima village the colonial Georgian 
house with its two-acre garden, hedge maze, 
heritage roses, woodland walk and pond provides 
a stunning spring backdrop for the Garden and 
Plant Fair. Adults $5, children free. 
http://harpersmansion.com.au/garden-and-plant-fair-2019  

RIVERSDALE HOMESTEAD RARE PLANTS 
and GROWERS FAIR - Goulburn 
Riversdale is again holding its Rare Plants and 
Growers Garden Fair on Sunday 3 November 
between 10 & 2pm. There will be everything for 
the garden and lots from the garden for you to 
see and/or take home with you. Entry gives you 
not only access to the Garden Fair but also to see 
our newly renovated historic homestead, attend 
talks, demonstrations and history tour of the 
garden.  
https:/www.nationaltrust.org.au/events/riversdale/ 
  
FRIENDSHIP GARDEN – 9th November 
 

‘THE DYNAMIC PLANTSMAN’ 
A presentation by Fergus Garrett,   
Saturday, 16 November at 9.30am at 
Annesley, Bowral  
$120 per person, includes lecture, book and 
morning tea. A fundraising event for  
Great Dixter Charity- bookings at 
www.trybooking.com/BBCJB 
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   Out and About  
 

It’s me again! Gwenneth and I have been 

‘Out and About’ to somewhere rather special 

– Everest Base Camp in Tibet. Eleven hours 

flight to Chengdu 

then two or so to 

Lhasa, starting off 

at three and a half 

thousand metres 

going up to five 

and a half at base 

camp. We were 

the oldest couple 

in the group of 

twenty, and 

managed the altitude with very little additional 

oxygen.  

 

The weather was brilliant, bright sunshine 

and warmer than we expected. Not much 

grows at the higher altitudes, but lower down 

Cosmos grew everywhere, happy in the poor 

soil. Around 

the Palace in 

Lhasa there 

were hundreds 

of pots 

containing 

African 

Marigolds, 

Petunias and 

Geraniums 

(although after 

the talk by 

Robin Bible, I 

am sure they 

must be 

Pelargoniums!  

 

 
The national flower of Tibet is the Red 
Rhododendron, so to see them we will have 
to go back in the Spring! 
 

October Guest Speaker 
 

Louise Egerton is our speaker for 
October. A Bundanoon local, she has a 
website 
http://louiseegerton.wildiaries.com/ 
which is well worth looking at. A 
published author of books on birds and 
wildlife in Australia, her talk will be 
Birds of the Southern Highlands 
through the Seasons. 

 

http://louiseegerton.wildiaries.com/


Nowra Bus Trip 
 

Twenty nine intrepid gardeners set off in 
unfavourable weather conditions to sample the 
delights of three properties in deepest Nowra, and 
had an excellent time! 

Our first stop was at the magnificent English garden 
at Terara House, which is just over 16 acres.  The 
gardens include a large maze and a kitchen garden. 
Everyone was surprised at the fantastic morning tea 
that was provided. 

 
The rain let up a little for our second stop, Merribee. 
We were met by the head gardener for an informal 
tour of his garden, as we wandered through the 
Rose Garden, the hedged Potager Garden, the 
walled Snow Pear Garden, the Cottage Garden, 
Crepe Myrtle Walk, the Herb Garden and the 
Lavender Paddock. 
 

 
Lunch, for those still with an appetite after the 
morning tea, was at the Ex Serviceman’s Club, 
though many traded the ‘all you can eat’ buffet for a 
snack in the coffee shop. 
 

Our final destination was Meroogal. We began 
under umbrellas in the garden, where we learned 
that in 1985, when the Historic Houses Trust 
purchased the property, the garden was overgrown 
and in need of restoration. It was decided to 
preserve and stabilise the remnants surviving from 
the late 1920s and restore the garden to its 
appearance at that time. The garden is reduced 
from its original size and contains the original 
Syzygium panfculaium (Lilly Pilly) and Jacaranda. 

We then were treated to a tour of the house with its 
original contents, and the story of the three sisters 
that originally lived there. 
 

Damp but not disillusioned, the happy band of 
travellers returned to more lovely rain in the 
Highlands!  
 

Thanks to Janine for booking the gardens, Dale for 
organising the trip and Trish for all the head 
counting! 

 



The Matter of Lyrebirds 
As we sit under our glorious crab-apple tree in the cool 

of a summer dawn, we watch in silence the arrival of 

our two Lyrebirds. These elegant creatures of the bush 

grace the lower lawn behind our wisteria arbor as if on 

a stage set for a sonnet or play. The male proudly 

opens his lyre plumage, his feathers quiver in the soft 

morning breeze while his female companion forages 

for her breakfast amongst the under growth. At one 

with this scene, we feel totally blessed. 
  

That, however, was before we began to clear the 

weeds, brambles and vines to create garden beds, 

rock pools and paths.  
 

Our Lyrebirds were very excited with the progress of 

our labour. Every garden bed turned over and 

recreated meant manna from heaven for these two 

feathered friends (or should I say fiends). This 

coexistence seemed a favourable outcome; that is until 

we started to plant in our shrubs, perennials and trees. 
  

At once the daily ritual of garden sightings became a 

morning inspection of damage and devastation. We 

plant in, they’d dig out. More birds arrived. Something 

must be done!  
 

We researched the subject through all means and 

channels. No one seemed to have an achievable (or 

legal) solution. The cries of “shoot them” seemed to 

indicate the only sure method of deterring our team of 

garden vandals. Then all at once, the birds vanished, 

as if we had willed them away. This coincided with the 

delivery of a large amount of steaming manure, the 

stench of which hit your nostrils from as far back as 

Railway Parade. Fortunately, we didn’t lose any 

friends, but it did seem that we had lost the Lyrebirds.  
 

But that didn’t last! As soon has the manure had 

started to do its earth enriching job, the happy trio 

returned, delighted to reap the rewards of the (now) 

enriched soil. The abundance of Lumbricina (earth 

worms to you) meant that our (now pack) of Manura 

(Lyrebirds) could raid the garden beds at will, tossing 

all and sundry aside in a raging Bacchanalian feast. So 

why has Latin suddenly entered my story?  
 

Because, dear reader, post hoc ergo propter hoc, 

which means "after this, therefore because of this." 

This refers to a fallacy in which the thinker confuses 

order with causality. Just because one incident 

precedes another it does not logically follow that the 

one caused the other. So I applied this to my thoughts 

on how to deter my sworn enemies with simple logic.  
 

My mind turned to things a Lyrebird hates. We know it 

hates certain smells, being wet and not being able to 

dig. But other birds are deterred by scents, you can 

hardly run the sprinklers all day every day and no one  

 

 

wants to cement the garden over for the sake of a few 

birds. 
 

I could, however, meet my adversaries half way. I was 

committed to the cause. I purchased two super-soaker 

water guns. These are carried by my partner-in-peril 

and I whenever we are in the garden. Alternatively 

they are housed in a suitable location, close to hand 

and always fully loaded. With an achievable range of 

over nine metres, these guns are our tactical first line 

of attack. I can view most of the garden that the 

Lyrebirds invade from our top balcony. Given their 

habit of dawn raids, my first duty (after putting the 

coffee on) is to view the grounds from my vantage 

point.  
 

This has proven successful in mounting the first stage 

of a counter attack. To see our feathery enemies run 

like the Looney Tunes Road Runner, squawking and 

shrieking their disapproval, does have a certain comic 

value. But they simply escape to the gully, regroup and 

return when we least expect them.  
 

The longer term deterrent (other than cementing the 

garden over) that I’ve employed involves the laying of 

chicken wire over the garden beds. This is somewhat 

problematic and quite a tiresome and arduous task – 

not to mention quite unsightly. It must be said, 

however, that with the right amount of patience and the 

addition of much mulch (to mask the wire), this tactic is 

paying dividends!  
 

Our Lyrebirds still roam the garden, they still scratch 

the woodchip pathways and the bases of raised beds, 

but we’ve tailored their dining table to be where we 

want it. There are still incursions into the main beds, 

but the damage seems limited to the destruction of 

some innocent bystanders – our just-hatched 

seedlings.  
 

Their delicate stems and juvenile roots are no match to 

the prehistoric claws of the Lyrebirds. But their life 

cycle is another story.  
 

Phillip “Ted” Ayers



Australian Conservation Foundation 
 

Our speaker this month, Louise Egerton, is 

organising a charity screening. 

“Come and join us for an evening of 

entertainment and help support our national 

environment organisation: the Australian 

Conservation Foundation.  

For one night only the Bowral Empire Cinema will 

be screening that memorable classic, Butch 

Cassidy & the Sundance Kid. Featuring two of 

Hollywood’s most loved movie stars, Paul 

Newman and Robert Redford, this is a fun, 

action-packed story of two charismatic young 

men on a spree of robbery, adventure and 

romance.  

Save the date: Wednesday, 27th November, 

6pm for 6.30pm. Tickets: $25, includes light 

refreshments. Available at the cinema box-office 

or from louise.egerton0@gmail.com” 

 

About ACF  

ACF is Australia's national environment 

organisation. It is independent, non-partisan and 

funded by donations from our community. It 

advocates for clean air and water and for a world 

where forests, rivers, people and wildlife can 

thrive.  

 

It was formed 53 years ago by a handful of 

people when oil drilling and mining first 

threatened the Great Barrier Reef. Today the 

ACF has a membership of half a million 

Australians who work as a community to protect 

the places we love – like the Kimberley, the 

Daintree, Antarctica, the Franklin River and 

Fraser Island. It won World Heritage listing for 

Kakadu and the Great Barrier Reef. Working with 

farmers, it pioneered the national Landcare 

movement and it continues to campaign to make 

the Murray-Darling Basin Plan more workable for 

the environment, the fishermen, landholders and 

the rural communities that depend on the river. In 

2010 and 2012, ACF played a powerful role in the 

creation of the Clean Energy Finance Corporation 

(CEFC), a government body dedicated to 

investing in clean energy projects. 

 

Discounts for Members 

The following local businesses give a 10% 

discount to Bundanoon Garden Club members.  
 

Roses and Friends: 881 Nowra Road, Fitzroy 

Falls 
 

Bundanoon Bloomery: discount given anytime 

for cash purchases of plants, fertilisers and 

chemicals 
 

Mt Murray Nursery: discount given on the last 

Tuesday of each month for all purchases 
 

From your Editor 
 

Thanks again for the items submitted 
for the Newsletter – more please! Any 
little snippet of information, gardening 
tip, story or photograph of what’s 
happening in your neck of the woods 
that will be of interest to your friends in 
the Club. 
 

Also….Gwenneth and I are not ‘Out 
and About’ this month, so please let us 
know where you have been and what 
you have been doing – garden related 
of course! 
My email is dghumphrey@hotmail.com 
 

Thanks - David. 

 

mailto:dghumphrey@hotmail.com


Bundanoon Earth Festival 
The Festival on the 21st September was a 

great success and very well attended, with 

lots of interesting stalls and thirty minute 

seminars.  

One of the sessions was Kathy Finigan from 

My Productive Back Yard, whose subject was 

composting. She was a guest speaker at the 

Club last year. She also presented a ‘hands 

on’ session in the school yard, constructing 

for them a no-dig garden bed. 

. 

Kathy has an open weekend at ‘The Secret 

Garden’ in Wildes Meadow – 5-6 October 

(see details in Coming Events) so there’s 

lots of time to visit after our Friendship 

Gardens!   

Sustainable Gardening 
Group Contribution 

 

MINIMISING MOZZIES IN YOUR GARDEN  

Mozzies are attracted to the Carbon Dioxide that 

we exhale, smelly feet, body odour and beer! 

Running a fan to circulate the air and disrupt their 

flight paths will help.  

The mozzie breeding cycle is 11-13 days in as 

little as a few millimetres of still water in our 

gardens. Add sand to hold surplus water in pot 

plant saucers, and refill pet drinking bowls at least 

weekly.  

Research indicates that copper and copper alloys 

like brass will deter breeding in still water so 

copper wire, coins, copper pipe or brass trinkets 

added to bird baths will help.  

Hose out your bird baths once a week to break 

the mozzie breeding cycle and empty rain gauges 

and other containers after rain or watering.  

Mozzies do breed in tank type bromeliads and 

these can be emptied or hosed out weekly. An 

occasional liquid feed will replace lost nutrients.  

If you don’t have native fish in your pond to eat 

the mozzie wrigglers, a solar pump which disturbs 

and oxygenates the water will help.  

Bats and swallows love to eat mosquitoes so 

install a bat house and let the Welcome Swallows 

nest.  

Adult mozzies will fly up to 5 km so we all need to 

be good neighbours.  
 

REUSING AND RECYCLING FROM YOUR PATCH 
 

Bring your empty potting mix and feed bags to 

Garden Club meetings and drop them in the box 

near the trading table.  
 

You can also deposit your empty Curly’s compost 

bags too and they will be returned for reuse. 
 

Tathra and Sylvia 
  

National Gardening 
Week 

 

Here’s a few ideas and activities that we have 
come up with to celebrate National Gardening 
Week – 13th-19th October 
Herbs in the garden or planted in pots 
Herbs are easy to grow and useful in the 
kitchen – plant up a sunny spot in the garden 
or gather a collection of pots and enjoy the 
flavours! 
Recycle/upcycle quirky containers 
Old paint tins, tool boxes, gum boots, shoes 
make great herb pots or succulent displays. 
Create unusual signage in the garden or 
veggie patch 
Use some old bricks, pavers, roofing tiles, 
rocks and waterproof permanent marker or 
paint to make unique markers for your veggie 
or herb patch. 
Make a scarecrow 
Lots of fun for a classroom activity or rainy 
afternoon with the kids and a decorative 
feature in the garden! 
 



Put in a Birdbath 
Birds love a drink and somewhere to splash 
about especially in our hot and dry summers. 
Buy a birdbath or let your imagination go wild 
and create your own. 
Flower garlands 
Creating flower garlands is a fun activity for 
the classroom, garden club or group of 
friends and how pretty you’ll look over a cup 
of tea afterwards. 
Community Gardens 
If you don’t have the space to garden at 
home, check out if you have a local 
community garden. You’ll get you own plot 
and a whole network of friends to advise and 
assist. 
Create a sensory garden 
Create a sensory garden at home, at school, 
in a nursing home, your local park – 
anywhere that will enhance the beauty of the  
place and excite the senses. When planning 
a sensory garden, it is important to combine 
plants and elements that appeal to all five 
senses – sight, sound, smell, taste and touch. 
Plant a tree 
Plant a tree in your garden, local park, school 
yard or bush regeneration project – the 

benefits are amazing! Not only from the 
pleasure of watching a tree grow and mature, 
admiring its natural beauty but the fact that it 
purifies the air by absorbing C02 and other 
harmful pollutants and releases life giving 
oxygen. Trees give shade, cool our 
environment, provide shelter for our wildlife, 
prevent soil erosion and some give us 
delicious fruit such as apples and oranges. 
Build a bee hotel 
Most native bees are solitary and make their 
nests in a variety of places such as soils, 
hollows in trees, decaying wood, hollow 
stems – building a bee hotel is the perfect 
way to encourage them into your garden, 
your school yard, etc. 
Build a compost heap 
Recycle all your vegetable and fruit scraps 
and create a wonderful soil conditioner and 
plant food. 
Plant up a veggie patch 
If your garden or school doesn’t already have 
a vegetable patch, why not create one! 
Flower gardens 
Whether in a pot or beds in the garden, the 
fragrance and colour display that flowers 
bring to a space is magical. 
 
 

MANURE 
Manure - An interesting fact. 
  

In the 16th and 17th centuries, everything for 
export had to be transported by ship. It was also 
before the invention of commercial fertilizers, so 
large shipments of manure were quite common. 
  

It was shipped dry, because in dry form it 
weighed a lot less than when  
wet, but once water (at sea) hit it, not only did it 
become heavier, but the process of fermentation 
began again, of which a by-product is methane 
gas. As the stuff was stored below decks in 
bundles you can see what could (and did) 
happen. Methane began to build up below decks 
and the first time someone came below at night 
with a lantern, BOOOOM! 
  

Several ships were destroyed in this manner 
before it was determined just what was 
happening. 
  

After that, the bundles of manure were always 
stamped with the instruction ' Stow high in 
transit ' on them, which meant for the sailors to 
stow it high enough off the lower decks so that 
any water that came into the hold would not touch 
this "volatile" cargo and start the production of 
methane. 
  

Thus evolved the term ' S.H.I.T ‘, (Stow High In 
Transit). So it’s really not a swear word, which 
has come down through the centuries and is in 
use to this very day. 
  

You probably did not know the true history of this 
word. 
  

Neither did I. 
  

I had always thought it was a golfing term...! 
 

Beautiful New Library Book 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Garden Ramble Stall 
 

If anyone can spare some time over the 
Garden Ramble Weekend (26-27 October) to 
help on the Garden Club stall in the Soldier’s 
Memorial Hall, please contact Trish Badami – 
0458413659. Also if you have any unwanted 
paper bags, please bring them to Thursday’s 
meeting. 
 

Ecology Warriors 
 

are those who help to save our environment! 
This is a pack for schools developed by 
Garden Clubs of Australia. They have asked 
us to send it to our local schools, which we 
are very happy to do.  
Very interesting – you may like to have a read 
 

Ecology Warriors - Garden Clubs of Australia 
 

National Gardening Week Morning 
Tea - Saturday 19th October 

 

National Gardening Week is from 13th 
to 19th October and we are celebrating 
with a morning tea in Nancy Kingsbury 
Memorial Park. It’s a ‘bring your own 
morning tea to share’ event. Come and 
celebrate with us from 10:30am on 
Saturday 19th October in our very own 
garden club managed park. 

Christmas Party 
Thursday 5th December 

 

Here is a date for your diary, Thursday 5th 
December. On that day we will be holding the 
Garden Club's Christmas party at the 
Bundanoon Hotel. The party from 3pm to 
5pm will be held in the hotel's garden (unless 
the weather is inclement). Cost is $30pp. 
Amy and Trish will be collecting money and 
issuing tickets at the October and November 
meetings. 
 

November Guest Speaker 
 

Tanya Latty, our guest speaker in November, 
is an entomologist with a special interest in 
insect behaviour and ecology. She has a BSc 
in Biology and Environmental Science from 
Trent University (Canada), and a PhD in 
insect ecology from the University of Calgary 
(Canada). Her highly interdisciplinary work 
involves local and international collaborations 
with researchers in a broad range of fields 
including mathematics, computer science, 
forestry and operations research. She also is 
doing a special research project on native 
bees. She is going to speak on pollinators 
and beneficial insects for the garden. 
 
Nothing says spring like bright, floral 
blooms and at the Australian Botanic 
Garden that means one thing - the annual 
Spring Daisy display! 
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Veggieman – October 2019 
Now is the time to sow just about everything. The 
soil soon warms up in the sunshine but cools 
down quickly at night, so create a micro climate 
with some horticultural fleece, or black plastic 
until the seedlings appear. To get a good start 
with bush beans, corn, zucchinis, pumpkins, 
cucumbers and tomatoes, I start them off indoors. 
 

Best Temperatures for Seed Germination 
Most seeds will germinate over quite a wide 
range of soil temperatures but the speed of 
germination will vary. Too cold and they’ll be very 
slow to sprout and too hot will also reduce the 
speed of germination. Far too cold or hot and 
they’ll just fail. 
 

Temperature for Tomato Germination 
A good example of this is the tomato. Tomato 
seeds will germinate between 10 deg C and 35 
deg C but tomato plants don’t do at all well in 
temperatures over 27 deg C and fail to produce 
pollen and fruit if the night time temperatures fall 
below 13.5 deg C. Yet the ideal temperature for 
germination of tomatoes is 29 deg C 
In practice you would most likely germinate your 
tomatoes with a soil temperature between 20 deg 
C and 25 deg C which is fairly easy to achieve in 
a heated propagator.  
 

Curiously carrots’ ideal germination temperature 
is 27 deg C – I can’t imagine the soil in the 
Southern Highlands hits that high often, if at all! 
The optimum range for carrots is between 7 deg 
C and 29 deg C with far faster germination rates 
once the soil hits 10 deg C. 
Since carrots are invariably direct sown, knowing 
your soil temperature will enable you to know 
when you can sow and expect reasonable 
germination rates and speed. You can warm up 
the soil outside by a few degrees if you cover it 
with black plastic or horticultural fleece, or better 
still use a cloche which can make a surprising 
difference to germination rates and times. A soil 
thermometer can be bought very cheaply, which 
will give you an accurate figure to work from 
 

My patch is still looking 
good, producing kale, 
purple sprouting broccoli, 
leeks, carrots and spinach. 
Peas are growing well, and 
the broad beans are full of 
flowers. The asparagus 
has started, and I have 
sown bush beans in the 
greenhouse, leaving space 
for tomato plants which will 
be available soon. 
 

If any members would like to view my veggie 
patch, give me a ring – Tel: 48836634 
                                                    David Humphrey                                                                                                                                                

Variety Min to Max Temp 

Aubergine 16 to 35 

Beans Broad 6 to 28 

Beans French 8 to 35 

Beans Runner 8 to 35 

Beet 6 to 35 

Cabbage 6 to 30 

Carrot 6 to 35 

Cauliflower 6 to 30 

Courgettes 16 to 35 

Swiss-Chard 6 to 35 

Sweetcorn 10 to 40 

Cucumber 16 to 40 

Lettuce 2 to 35 

Onion 1 to 35 

Parsley 6 to 32 

Parsnip 2 to 29 

Pea 6 to 29 

Sweet Peppers & Chillies 16 to 35 

Radish 6 to 35 

Spinach 2 to 29 

Squash & Pumpkins 16 to 38 

Tomato 10 to 35 

Turnip & Swede 6 to 40 

 


